
 

VILLAGE OF MANCHESTER 
  REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING  

  HELD AT 8 CLIFTON STREET, MANCHESTER NY  
ON AUGUST 4, 2025 

 
Present: Michael J. Buttaccio, Mayor 

William F. Henry, Deputy Mayor, Trustee   
George C. Hotchkiss, DPW Supervisor      

     
Absent:   Charles E. Fine, Trustee  
    
Others:              Ann Romeiser, Rhonda Reynolds, John VanHanja, Curtis Webb, Robyn Webb, 
 Scott DeCook 
 
Recording: Nichole M. Ruggles, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
 
The Mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.   
 

REGULAR MEETING    
 

Mayor Buttaccio called the regular meeting to order at 6:01 pm. 
 
The minutes of the Regular meeting on July 7, 2025 were reviewed.    Motion made by Trustee Henry, 
seconded by Michael Buttaccio, to approve the above meeting minutes, unanimously carried.  
 
 The May Treasurer’s Report was presented to the Board. A motion was made to approve with questions 
the Treasurer’s report for June 2025 by Trustee Henry, seconded by Mayor Buttaccio, voted on and 
unanimously carried subject to audit. Bills were authorized for payment on Abstract #3 of Audited 
Vouchers, General Fund totaling $53,885.13; Water Fund totaling $2,666.55; Sewer Fund totaling 
$50,449.80; and Trust & Agency Fund $55,740.56; Capital totaling $6,000.05.     
 
Discussed – MANCHESTER COMMUNITY MIXER 
It went very well, it brought in a lot of people and venders were very pleased. Talk about making the 
time shorter next year.  Due to the weather the band started and had to end to in climate weather. 
Looking at a permeate stage on the wall, this will have further discussions. Next year’s Community Mixer 
is scheduled for July 25, 2026. 
 
 Discussed – Water Agreement with the Town of Manchester 
 Tabled at this time as no word from the village attorney. 
 
Discussed – Lehigh Avenue & Gilligan Drive 
Review of the appraisals on both properties. Discussed keeping it as is and not upset the neighbors. Next 
steps are to have both properties surveyed and set an agreement with the attorney to move forward 
quickly. Mayor Mike will contact the Village attorney.  
 
Discussed – SHORTSVILLE-MANCHESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (SMACC) 
Discussions for the Chamber doing events here in the village. Trustee Henry discussed we need 
communication; it should be cleared up front for any event. Will they have insurance for these events 
and what about clean up, further communication with questions. We are waiting to hear back from the 
Chamber.  No action taken at this time. 
 
Discussed – Switching to .Gov 
Review of a packet for NYMIR, this change takes place before December of 2025 
 
Discussed – Benches 
Looking for location for the Abbott family bench. The board would like to review the bill to see how it 
was all split.  
 
Discussed – TY Electric 
Working on Main Street to fix all the electric poles.  
 
 
 



 

LETTERS/EMAILS:  

• Resignation letter by Ethan Gray on 7/18/2025. Last day of employment will be on 8/1/2025. 
I Ethan Gray am resigning my position at the Village of Manchester; this is my two week notice.  
Effective now on 7/18/2025 and last day is on 8/1/2025. 
 

• Letter written by Ed Ruthven addressed to the Manchester Board: 
I am writing you to inform you of a letter I received on 7/15/2025 pertaining to an issue with my 
retirement system percentage deduction that was addressed last year 2024. The retirement 
system had notified the administrator about this via email, which was not addressed in a timely 
manner. Now I have to pay the system in the arears to “catch up” my portion of retirement 
withholdings. Can this issue be addressed so that it doesn’t happen again? Should there be more 
than one person responsible for making sure time sensitive emails get addressed? 
 

 
 PUBLIC COMMENT:   
John VanHanja discussed concerns about the tax increase at 56%, no increase at the Town or School 
level, just the Village. “Is there major projects happening in the village? I think they need to be lowered. 
Mayor Buttaccio commented, the taxes are biased on the assessment from the town, Do to the 
assessment values at a 100% it will increase the taxes. The boards meet regarding the increase and the V 
lowered the tax rate $.50 per 1,000.00.  
George Hotchkiss, We were advised to leave the tax rate for the village but the board did what they 
could to help the residents, The Village tax increase didn’t go up but the overall tax rate of the value of 
your home did.  
John VanHanja, Should it be lowered more then %.50? I have never seen a budget from the village; this 
should be posted for the residents to review. 
Mayor Buttaccio, We do a budget yearly. If you want to request to see the budget it’s available as 
requested. As far as Village projects, we are starting sidewalks soon, new salt barn with gait, should be 
built before winter and we continue to maintain the gate way trail.  
John VanHanja, another concern I have is I would like to see some speed enforcement on 21 and there is 
a real issue with the electric bicycles. Should we use Bump outs or speed bumps? One of the trees across 
the street at my home doesn’t look good. One of the trees RGE replaced. I would like to see that look 
better. 
George Hotchkiss, This is a village issue all around, we have speeders on State Street, Clifton and other 
areas. We have tried to use speed bumps and that presented a different form of issues. I will have the 
employee who waters the flowers in the village, water that tree too.  
 
Ann Romeiser, I am having issues down at the ball fields with motorcycles and e-bikes going through my 
back yard, leaving garbage and parking on my property close to my bushes.  
Rhonda Reynolds, I am having issues with people parking up to my flower beds, people being lazy 
leaving garbage, kids messing around and even going to the bathroom in my yard. I even have kids 
playing on my playground. Is there some sort of ordnance? What can we do about this? The area that I 
mow and take care of has got wider; can I buy this part of the property? I maintain it anyways??  We 
have to deal with this and were not happy. It would be nice to have a schedule of the baseball games, so 
at least were informed of summer/fall schedules.  
Ann Romeiser, I also deal with people yelling because we mow, there is no respect and I don’t like that 
kids are using my yard to play in.  There is at least three different properties in this area that are dealing 
with the same issues. We just want to get this resolved. 
Mayor Buttaccio, We will have this discussion with the Board and see what we can come up with some 
sort of resolution.  
George Hotchkiss, I will speak with the president of the league and make him aware of these concerns. 
He may not be aware, I am sure he will be glad to help and send schedules of games and tournaments.   
 
 
 DPW REPORT 

• Salt Barn Contract given to Hybrid Building, they were waiting for information but is now 
ordered. Last step is final approval from the DEC. Could be about 8-12 weeks 

• Generator not installed yet. 

•  Clean up at the shop to get ready for the salt barn 

• The gate was ordered July 8th, it will take about 8 weeks for arrival 

• Approval for Sublime Pest Control to spray the barn, the spiders are affecting the view of the 
cameras.  

• Sidewalks, we are waiting for XXX Construction. Should be soon. To save money we will be paying 
for the concreate and we will hall the blocks after removal. 



 

• Windstream is all hooked up at the ball field concession stand and the pavilion. We will purchase 
cameras. 

• Motion made by Mayor Mike Buttaccio and seconded by Trustee William Henry to approve to 
add a “broom to dump” to the cost of the loader. It will be about a $6,000.00 increase.  

• Discussions on next hire, looking at wage, more mature person who will plan to stay.  

• People are not calling “UFPO” when digging or putting in new driveways, this will be a discussion 
with Code Enforcement, Should we do a resolution? How will this be reinforced? 

• Fresca’s property has dead tree limbs to look at and have removed. Due to the limps being close 
to the power lines, we will contact Shannon to look at.  
 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

• 81 jaws needs to be fixed, we were in a situation over the weekend were we needed to make 
sure the jaws were operational on both trucks. We have been waiting since June. The quote 
came in, sent the email and we have been  waiting on approval.   

• Approval to order the jaws made by Michael Buttaccio and William Henry. 

• 3 sets of gear were approved to order.  

• Mayor Buttaccio reviewed the chain of command. From now on Charlie and Bill will handle the 
Fire Department moving forward. The quotes should come in to the office handed to Charlie and 
Bill for approval then sent back to the Fire Department to order.  

• Curtis reviewed the expenditure report form that Rita gave the department; we don’t order 
anything unless it gets approved from the body. This report doesn’t make sense. A lot of 
expenses that the fire department should not have paid. It looks like some are the Village 
expenses. 

• Scoot DeCook showed the report to the board with concerns and questions on expenditures. On 
the report it has multiple expenses that were paid from the fire department that should not 
have. One example is the $71,000.00 roof. 
 We are trying to work together. We need further discussion on this report. 

• Another meeting will be scheduled soon with Rita, Bill, Scott, Harry and Charlie 

• This month’s call volume will break a record.  
 

 
The meeting was adjourned upon motion at 8:19 pm.  Next meeting is Monday, September 2, 2025 at 
6:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nichole M. Ruggles 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 


