
VILLAGE OF MANCHESTER 
  REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

AND PUBLIC HEARING 
8 CLIFTON STREET 
September 2, 2025 

  

Present:     Judy Robinson, Chairwoman      

                Jon Foster 

  Laurent Gurewitch 

    Patricia Skolny 

     

Absent:      Jake Kennelly, Co Chairman; Sean Schumacher, Alternate  

 

Others Attending:     Don Bruder, Code Enforcement; Charles & Cynthia Covert, Cassandra Covert; Carl 

Persson, Library; Cody & Pam Allen, Green Spark Solar; Jim & Devon Hayes; John VanHanja.   

 

Recording: Rita J. Gurewitch, Village Clerk/Treasurer   

PUBLIC HEARING 

J. Robinson opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 pm. 

The Clerk read the Legal Noticed published on August 19, 2025 in the Daily Messenger stating the application 

from Cynthia & Charles Covert, is seeking site plan approval  at 28 South Avenue to install 68’2” x 15’2” ground 

mount solar panels. 

Mr. Cody Allen, representative for Green Spark Solar, gave a preview of the proposed solar project. This energy 

will be for residence use, not off grid. Mr. Allen provided a system summary for this project, drawings and photos. 

J. Robinson asked if there are any questions. 

Devon & Jim Hayes– 20 South Avenue – stated they are against the panels. They feel that it will lessen the view 

quality when they are on their deck and decrease property values.  Plus they questioned the village using town 

codes for a village project.  The Village currently doesn’t have any solar codes.  

R. Gurewitch – the village can use town codes when necessary as village residents live in the Town of Manchester.  

Just as the Town and Village can us NYS Codes when needed. The Village will be working on adding Solar Energy to 

their code book.  The village has a Board meeting on Monday September 8th at 6:00 pm to discuss if a moratorium 

is necessary as the code is worked on. 

Charles Covert – they are trying to lower their energy cost. Everything they have is electric.  The incentives will be 

lost if not used before the end of the year.  

Cassandra Covert – we will do what we have to. 

J. VanHanja – the village should not approve ground mounted solar panels, only roof mounted panels. 

J. Robinson, Chair – she would like to see if a compromise can be reached between neighbors.  It would be good 

to come to a decision tonight as the village board may put a moratorium in place on Monday.  She stated that in 

some cases, burms, fences, trees or a combination of them can be put in place to block a view. The key will be to 

obscure the view of the panels. A discussion followed on what the obstruction could be. 

C. Allen – It may be possible to move the panels to a different location and arrangement. 

D. Hayes – still doesn’t like the village using the town code. 

J. Hayes – if they can’t see it then they have no problem with it.  

The Public Hearing was closed at7:55 pm  

REGULAR MEETING 

J. Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:59 pm.  

The minutes from August 2025 were reviewed. A motion was made by L. Gurewitch to approve the 

minutes, seconded by P. Skolny, carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION – FINAL SITE PLAN – SOLAR PANELS 28 SOUTH AVE – CYNTHIA & CHARLES COVERT 

WHEREAS, the planning board has considered the application of Cynthia & Charles Covert in detail, and   



WHEREAS, the Village will use the Town of Manchester’s Solar Code as the village does not have a solar code; and 

WHEREAS, taking into account comments from the public hearing, and 

WHEREAS, the applicant will accommodate with some type of obstruction so the panels are not in the line of sight 

to the neighbor; and 

WHEREAS, the granting of this application will not be detrimental to the public good and will have no significant 

environmental impact; so 

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that Cynthia & Charles Covert be granted final site plan approval with the 

conditions set forth above and hereafter. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the project will not begin until permits (if applicable) have been issued by all 
governmental agencies involved (State, Federal & Local), and fees paid. 

The above resolution was offered by Laurent Gurewitch, seconded by Patricia Skolny, and put to a roll call vote as 
follows: 

       
  Judy Robinson   Voting   “AYE” 

  Jake Kennelly   Voting   ABSENT 

  Patricia Skolny   Voting   “AYE” 

  Laurent Gurewitch  Voting   “AYE” 

  Jon Foster   Voting   “AYE” 

 

The resolution was then duly declared adopted. 

Code Enforcement Officer Marty Barnett will need to issue building permit. 

Discussion: 

There is a possibility of a Cannabis Dispensary coming to Manchester.  They are looking at purchasing the Roys 

Restaurant on the corner of Route 21 and Route 96.  The Village of Manchester did not opt out of having 

dispensaries in the village according to State Law. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was given by L. Gurewitch, seconded J. Foster.  Meeting adjourned at 

8:30 pm. Next meeting date will be determined due to Election Day and Veteran’s Day. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rita J. Gurewitch 
Village Clerk/Treasurer 


